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r~, Of Confederation and perpetual Union

between the States of New-Hamp—

fhire, Maﬁcézﬁtﬁs-gzgf, Rbode-1fland

and Providence P[éﬂfﬂt:’ﬂﬂ:, Connelti:

cut, IN éw-ﬁré, wa-.?ffg‘b vy Penn-

\i _ﬁ*fi!ﬂfifl?, Delaware, /) {aryland, Vir-

giniay, North-Carolina, South-Caroli-

] na and Georgra.

ArTIcLE I FEYHE ftile of this
LS l confederacy fhall

be ¢ The United States of America.”

3 ART. II.. EacH ftate retains its_{o-
vereignty, freﬁdom and “andependence,

s _and every power, jurifdiction and right,
which

Stile of the: Cons
federacy.

Sove reignty and
Independence of

the refpective

States.



Defign of the
Coulederation, as
it regards com-
mon Eucurity.

Social and mutu-
a] Intercourfe
among the States.

" .4 ol

which 1s not by this confederation ex
Pre;iﬂy delegated to the United States, -
i Congrefs affembled.

ArTt. IIL. THE faid ftates hereby
feverally enter into a firm league of
friendfthip with each other, for their
common defence, the fecurity of their
liberties, and therr mutual and general
welfare, binding themfelves to affift each
other, againft all force offercd to, or at-
tacks made upor them, or any of them,
on account of religion, fovereignty, trade,

OF any other pretence whatever.

ArT. IV. THE better to fecure and
perpetuate mutual friendfhip and inter-
courfe among the people of the diffe-
rent {tates in this union, the free mha~
bitants of each of thefe ftates, paupers,
vagabonds, and fugitives rfrqm _]ufhﬁe
exceptedyn fhall-be entitled to all privie
leges and immm}l':ies ‘of free citizens n

the
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the {everal frates; and the people of
ecach ftate thall have free ingrels and
regrefs to and from any other ftate, and
fhall enjoy therein all the privileges of
¢rade and commerce, fubject to the fame
duties, impofitions and reftritions as the
inhabitants thereof refpectively, provided
that {uch reftri&ion fhall not extend fo
far as to prevent the removal of proper-
ty imported into any ftate, to any other
ftate of which the owner is an inhabi-
tant; provided alfc that no impofition,
duties or refriction fhall be laid by any
ftate, on the property of the united

{tates, or either of them.

Ir any perfon guilty of, or charged
with treafon, felony, or other high mif-
demeanor in any ftate, fhall flee from
juftice, and be found in any of the unit-
ed ftates, he fhall upon demand of the
Governor, or executive power, of the
ftate from which he fled, be delivered up

B and




Manner of con-
ftituting the
Congrefs of ‘the
States, with the
Qualifications
and Privileges of
the Delegates,

P =

and removed to the ftate having jurif=

diction of his offence.

Full faith and credit fhall be given 1n
each of thefe ftates to the records, alts
and judicial proceedings of the courts

and magaftrates of every other ftate.

Art. V. For the more convenient
management of the general Interefts of
the united ftates, delegates fhall be an-
nually appownrted in fuch manner as the
legiilature of each ftate fhall direct, to
meet in congrefs on the firft Monday in
November, in every year, with a power
referved to each ftate, to recal 1ts dele-
gates, or any of them, at any time with-
in the year, and to fend others in their

ftead, for the remainder of the year.

No ftate fhall be reprefented in con-
grefs by lefs than two, nor by more than
feven members; and no perfon fhall be

capable
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capable of being a delegate for more than
three years, in any term of fix years ; nor
fhall any perfon, being a delegate, be
capable of holding any office under the
united ftates, for which he, or any other
for his benefit receives any falary, fees

or emolument of any kind.

EacH ftate thall maintain its own de-
legates in a meeting of the ftates, and
while they a&t as membsrs of the com-

mittee of the f*ates.

In determining queftions in the unit-
ed ftates, in congrefs aflfembled, each

{tate fhall have one vote.

Freepom of fpeech and debate in
congrefs fhall not be impeached or quef-
tioned in any court, or place out of con-
grefs, and the members of congrefs fhall
be protected in their perfons from ar-

refts and imprifonments, during the time

of



Reftraints upon
the feparate
States.

- e S
of their going to and from, and atten-

dance on congrefs, except for treafon,

felony, or breach of the peace.

ArT. VI. No ftate without the
confent of the united ftates in congrefs
affembled, fhall fend any embafly to, or
receive any embafly from, or enter into
any conference, agreement, alliance or
treaty with any king, prince or ftate;
nor fhall any perfon hoiding any office of
profit or truit under the united ftates,
or any of them, accept of any prefent,
emolument, office or title of any kind
whatever from any king, prince or fo-
reign ftate ; nor fhall the united {tates in
congrefs aflembled, or any of them,

orant any title of nobility.

INo two or more ftates fhall enter in-
to any treaty, confederation or alliance
whatever betwecen them, without the
confent of the united ftates in congrefs

aflembled,
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affembled, {pecifying accurately the pur-

pofes for which the fame is to be enter-

ed into, and how long it fhall continue,

No ftate fhall lay any impofts or du-
ties, which may interfere with any {ti-
pulations 1n treaties, entered into by the
united ftates in congrefs affembled, with-
any king, prince or {tate, in purfuance
of any treaties already propofed by con-
orefs, to the courts of France and

Spain.

Nio veflels of war fhall be kept up
in time of peace by any ftate, except
fuch number only, as fhall be deemed
neceffary by the united ftates in congrefs
affembled, for the defence of fuch ftate,
or its trade; nor fhall any body of
forces be kept up by any ftate, in time
of peace, except {fuch number only, as
in the judgment of the united ftates, n
- congrefs affembled, fhall be deemed re-
G quifite
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quifite to garrifon the forts neceffary for
the defence of fuch ftate; but every.
ftate fhall always keep up a well regu-
lated and difciplined militia, fufficiently
armed and accoutred, and fhall provide
and conftantly have ready for ufe, in
public ftores, a due number of field
pieces and tents, and a proper quantity

of arms, ammunition and camp eqn:-

page.

No fate fhall engage in any war
without the confent of the united ftates
in congrefs aflfembled, unlefs fuch ftate
be actually invaded by enemies, or fhall
have received certain advice of a refolu-
tion being formed by fome nation of In-
dians to mvade fuch ftate, and the dan-
ger is {o imminent as not to admit of a
delay, till the united ftates in cmngrcfs
aflembled can be confulted: nor fhall

any ftate grant commiffions to any fhips

or
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or veflels of war, nor letters of marque
or reprifal, except it be after a declara-
tion of war by the united ftates in con-
grefs affembled, and then only againft the
kingdﬂm or ftate and the fubjeéts thereof,
againft which war has been fo declared,
and under fuch regulations as fhall be
cltablifbed by the united ftates in con-
orefs affembled, unlefs fuch ftate be in-
fefted by pirates, in which cafe veflcls
of war may be fitted ont for that occa-
fion, and kept fo long as the danger {hall
contirue, or until the united ftates in
congrefs aflembled fhall determine other-

wife.

Art. VII. 'WHEN land-forces are iy Rights of
raifed by any ftate for the common de- Engafss:;:sfhc
fence, all officers of or under the rank
of celonel, fhall be appointed by the le-
giflature of each fate refpettively, by
whom fuch forces fthall be raifed, or in

fuch

i L ——



Manner of De=
fraying public
Expences.

1

fuch manner as fuch ftate fhall diret,
and all vacancies fhall be filled up by
the ftate which firfft made the appoint=

ment.

Anrt. VIII. All charges of war, and
all other expences that fhall be mcurred
for the common defence or general wel-
fare, and allowed by the united flates
m congrefs affembled, fhall be defrayed
out of a common ¢reafury, which fhall
be fupplied by the feveral ftates, in pro-
portion to the value of all land within
cach ftate, granted to or furveyed for
any perfon, as fuch land and the build-
ings and improvements thereon {hall be
eftimated according to fuch mode as the
united ftates in congrefs aflembled, fhall
from time to time dire€t and appoint.
The taxes for paying that proportion
{hall be laid and levied by the authority
and dire&ion of the legiflatures of the fe-

veral
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yeral ftates within the time agreed upon
by the united ftates in congrefs af-
fembled:

Art. IX. The tnited ftates in com-
grefs aflembled, fhall have the fole and
exclufive right and power of determin-
ing on peace and war, except in the ca-
fes mentioned in the fixth article — of
fending and receiving ambaffadors —
entering into treaties and ailiances, pro=
vided that no treaty of commerce fhall
be made whereby the legiflative power
of the refpective ftates fhall be reftrained
from impofing fuch impofts and duties
on foreigners, as their own people are
fubjeéted to, or from prohibiting the
exportation or importation of any {pe-
cies of goods or commodities whatfo-
ever — of eftablifhing rules for deciding
in all cafes, what captures on land or

water fhall be legal, and in what manner

D prizes

Powers of Con-
gre[s.
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prizes taken by land or naval forces in

the fervice of the united ftates fhall be i
divided or appropriated — of granting .
letters of marque and reprifal in times
of peace — appointing courts for the
trial of piracies and felonies committed
on the high feas and eftabhfhing courts
for receiving and determining finally
appeals in all cafes of captures, provid-
ed that no member of .congref thall be
appointed a judze of any of the faid

courss: 1
- S

The united ftates in congrefs affem- 1
bled fhall alfo be the laft refort on ap-
peal in all difputes and differences now ‘!
fubfifting or that hereafter may arife be-
tween two or more ftates concerning
boundary, jurifdi¢tion or any other
caufe whatever ;3 -which authority {hall
always be exercifed in the manner fol-
lowing, Whenever the legiflative or

executive

A

- _ |
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exccutive “authority or lawful agent of
any ftate in controverfy with another
fhall prefent a petition to congrefs ftat-
ing the matter in queftion and praying
for a hearing, notice thereof fhall be
given by order of congrefs to the legif-
lative or executive authority of the other
ftate in controver(y, and a day afligned
for the appearance of the parties by their
lawful dgents, who fhall then be dire(i-
ed to appoint by joint tonfent, ‘commuif=
fioners er radges to conflitute a court
for bevnng and determining the matter
in queftion : but if they cannot agree,
congrefs fhall name three perfons*out of
cach of the united ftates, and from the
lift of fuch perfons each party fhall" al-
ternately ftrike out one, the petitioners
beginning, until the number fhall be re-
duced to thirteen ; and from that num-
ber not lefs than feven, nor more than

nine names as congrefs fhall direct, {hall

in
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in the prefence of congrefs be drawn out
by lot, and the perfons whofe names fhall
be fo drawn or any hive of them, fhall be
commiflioners or judges, to hear and fi-
nally determine the controverly, fo al-
ways as a major pait of the judges who
fhall hear the caufe fhall agree 1n the de-
termination : and if either party fhall ne-
oledt to attend at the day appointed,
without thewing reafons, which congrefs
fhall judge fufficient; or being prefent
thall refufe to firike, the congrefs fhall
proceed to nominate three perfons out
of each ftate, and the fecretary of con-
orefs fhall ftrike in behalf of fuch party
abfent or refufing; and the judgment
and fentence of the court to be appoint-
ed, in the manner before prefcribed, fhall
be final and conclufive; and if any of
the parties fhall refufe to fubmit to the
authority of fuch court, or toappear or
defend their claim or caufe, the coust
fhall neverthelefs proceed to pronounce

{entence,
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{entence, or judgment, which fhall in
like manner be final and decifive; the
judgment or fentence and other proceed-
ings being in either cafe tranfmitted to
congrefs, and lodged among the acts of
congrefs for the fecurity of the parties
concerned : provided that every com-
miffioner, before he fits in judgment, fhall
take an oath to be adminiftred by one of
the judges of the fupreme Dr_ﬁI.perIor_
court of the ftate, where the zaufe fhall
be tried, ¢ welland truly to hear and de-
termine the matter in queftion, accord-
ing 1o the beft of his judgment, without
favour, affe¢tion or hope of reward:”
provided alfo that no ftate {hall be de-
prived of territory for the benefit of the

united ftates.

~ AvL controverfies concerning the pri-
vate right of foil claimed under different

grants of two or more ftates, whofe ju-
E rifdi¢tions
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nifdictions as they may refpet fuch lands,
and the ftates which paffed fuch grants
are adjufted; the faid grants or either
of them being at the fame time claimed
to have originated antecedent to fuch
{ettlement of jurifdiction, fhall on the
petition of either party to the congrefs
of the united ftates, be finally determin-
ed as near as may be in the fame man-
ner as 1s before prefcribed for deciding
difputes refpecting teriitorial jurifdi&tion

between difforeny ttates.

THE united ftates in congrefs aflemb-
led fhall alfo have the fole and exclufive
right and power of regulating the alloy
and value of coin ftruck by their own
authority, or by that of the refpective
ftates — fixing the ftandard of weights
and meafures throughout the united
ﬁates*—-regulating the trade and manag-

ing all affairs with the Indians, not mem-

bers
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bers of any of the ftates, provided that
the legiflative right of any ftate within
its own limits be not infringed or violat-
ed—eftablithing and regulating poft-of-

fices from one ftate to another, through-

out all the united ftates, and exacling
fuch poftage on the papers pafling thro’
the fame as may be requifite to defray
the expences of the faid ofice—appoint-
ing all officers of the land forces, in the
fervice of the united ftates, excepting rc-
gimental officers—appoiating ali the of-
ficers of the naval forces, and commif=
fioning ali officers whatever in the fer-
vice of the united ftates—making rules
for the government and regulation of the

faid land and naval forces, and dirc&ing

their operatiuns.

THE united ftates in congrefs aflemb-
led thall have authority to appoint a com-
mittee, to fit in the recefs of congrefs, to

be

. . O

!
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be denominated ¢ 4 Committee of the
States,” and to confift of one delegate
from each ftate; and to appomt fuch
other committees and civil ofticers as may
be neceffary for managing the general
affairs of the united ftates under their di-
re€tion—to appoint one of their number
to prefide, provided that no perfon be
allowed to ferve in the office of prefi-
dent more than one year in 2uy term of
three years; to afcerzain the neceflary
fums of money to be raifed for the fer-
vicc of the united ftates, and to appro-
priate and apply the {ame for defraying
the public expences—to borrow money;
or emit bills on the credit of the united
ftates, tranfmitting every half year to
the refpeftive ftates an account of the
fums of money fo borrowed or emitted,
—to build and equip a navy—to agree
upon the number of land forces, and to
make requifitions from each ftate for its

quota,
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be denominated ¢ 4 Committee of the
States,” and to confift of one delegate
from each ftate; and to appomt fuch
other committees and civil ofticers as may
be neceffary for managing the general
affairs of the united ftates under their di-
re€tion—to appoint one of their number
to prefide, provided that no perfon be
allowed to ferve in the office of prefi-
dent more than one year in any term of
three years; to afcertain the neceflary
fums of monev tc e raifed for the fer-
vice of the united ftates, and to appro-
priate and apply the {ame for defraying
the public expences—to borrow money;
or emit bills on the credit of the united
ftates, tranfmitting every half year to
the refpeftive ftates an account of the
fums of money fo borrowed or emitted,
—to build and equip a navy—to agree
upon the number of land forces, and to

make requiﬁtians from each ftate for 1ts

quota,
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legiflature ‘of fuch ftate fhall judge that
{uch extra number cannot be fafely fpar-
ed out of the fame, in which cafe they
fhall raife, officer, cloath, arm and equip
as many of fuch extra number as they
judge can be fafely {pared. And the of=
ficers and men fo cloathed, armed and
equipped, fhall march to the place ap-
pointed, and within the time agreed on

by the united ftates m congciels affemb-

led.

J

- - THE united ftates in congrefs affemb-

led fhall never engage in a war, nor ‘
grant letters of marque and reprifal, in
time of peace, nor enter into any treaties :
or alliances, nor coin money, nor regu-
late the value thereof, nor afcertain the
fums and expences neceffary for the de-
fence and welfare of the united fRates,
cr any of them, noremit bills,” nor bor-
row money on the credit of the united

ftates

. - 1
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ftates, nor appropriate money, nor agree
upon the number of veffels of war, to be
built or purchafed; or the number of land
or fea forces to be raifed, nor appoint a
commander in chief of the army or navy,
unlefs nie ftates affent to the fame: nor
{hail a queftion on any other point, ex=
cept for adjourning from day to day be
determined, unlefs by the votes of a ma-
jority of the united ftates in congrets af-
fembled.

Tt congrefsof the united ftates fhall
have power to adjourn to any time with=
in-the year, and to any place within the
united- ftates, fo that no period of ad-
journment be for a longer duration than
the fpaceof fix months, and fhall publifh
the journal of their proccedings month-
Iy, except fuch parts thereof relating to
treaties, alliances or military operations,
as m their judgment require fecrefy 5 and

the




Committee of
the States and its
Powers.
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the yeas and nays of the delegates of
cach ftate on any queftion fhall be en-
tered on the journal, when 1t is defired
by any delegate; and the delegates of
a ftate, or any of them; at his or their
requeft {hall be furnithed with a tran-
fcript of the faid journal, except fuch
parts as are above excepted, to lay be-

fore the legiflatures of the feveral ftates.

ArT.X. THE committee of the ftates,
or anynine of them, fhall be authorifed to
execuvte, in-the recefs of congrefs, fuch of
tne powers of congrefs as the united
ftates 1n congrefs aflembled, by the con-
fent of nme f{tates, fhall from time t
time think expedient to veft them with;
provided that no power be delegated
to the faid committee, for the exercife of
which, by the articles of confederation,
the voice of nine ftates in the congrefs of
the united {tates affembled is requifite.
XI. Canapa




Art. XI. GANADA acceding to this
confederation, and joining in the meafures
of the united ftates, fhall be admitted in-
this union : but no other colony fhall be
Imitted into the fame, unlefs fuch ad-

1on be agreed to by nine fates.

XII. AvrLr bills of credit e-

iee | Oy If,-I ']'\I"f'm'f
INIONIES DOrrowed and debts con-

before the aflfembling of the

tes, 1 purfuance of - the pre-

leration, thall be deemed and

as a charge againft the unit-
b~ b

r payment and fatisfattion

gid united ftates, and the

c:*r.,b} .(}IC"ILL} phjtlg{i{‘h

ery {tate fhall abide
ns of the united
1bled, on all quef-

tions

to, and entitled to all the advantages of

by, or under the authority of

Admifiion of Ca=
nada, and other
States to the

Union.

Public Faith
pledged for paft
Engarements of
Congrefs.

Obligation of the
States to abide by
the Ucb:['lni‘-?h
tion of Congrels,
and the . inviol-

able Obflervance
of thele Articles.
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tions which by this confederation are fub-
mitted to them. And the Articles of
this confederation {hall be inviolably ob-
ferved by every ftate, and the union
{hall be pCI'PCEUﬂI ; nor {hall any altera-
tion at any time hereafter be made
any of th{:m; unlefs fuch alteratio
agreed to 1n a congrefs of the j
ftates, and be afterwards coniir

the legillatures of every fzate.

THXSE Articles fhoall be
to the legiflatures of all
Sflates, to be confidered,
proved of by them, they

to authorife therr delega

the Jame in the congr,
ed [flates ; which
fame _/éf:// become
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