Memorial Day Stone Church May 29, 2011 /

We mest here today to continue 3 practice begun in this olace atleast 117

There has long been somathing distinctive about Memo rial Day at the Stone

church. Ti

had served in the Civil War, by decorating their graves.

The practice began in 1894 to remember and honor the several men who

N

Soon it became a day also fo
remember and-honor those members of the church and Sunday school who had
died during the vear just past. In time, it became a day to remember and honor the

ose who in some way or other called this-church
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he pioneer men, women, and children, most of them recently arrived from £

Germany and ’iw;tzeﬁawé who settled Codorus and Manheim townships more than

swo and one half centurias ago, had names very familiar to'us — Bortner and Cramer,

Krebs and Milier, Rohrbaugh and Werner, and more. Most of them probably
helisved that, however reluctantly, they were leaving far behind them the incessant

wars ant autocratic governments of their beloved homelands. Codorus and

Manhetm must have appealed to them in large part as agood place io h

t have been the desire, for the first time in thei r lives,



And yet, within a short generation there cameinto Codorus ang: Manheirm

from Philadelphia the clear call to resist the rules and regulations of 4 new mother

country. ‘I July 1776; only about one week after the adoption in Philadélphia of a
Declaration of Independence, two young men from Codorus township;;.}n their early

twenties, answered that call by enlisting in Captainohn -Mc{}anaidf s-company.

~

' yithin six months they were part of an American army which, unforiunately,
failed 15 prevent New York City from falling into British-hands. No fewer than 2,800
Americans were captured during the disastrous battle of Fort Washington. Some

diedin prison. Some remained in British hands until the war's end. Helfer Cramer

and George Krebs returned home after their enlistment expired-and served in -

civilian and military capacities until independence was achieved. There are

rombstones for both in the old graveyard. One of them lived until 1833 and the
other until 1842,

It furns out that Codorus and Manheim were never very good piaces to hide
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rom the rest of the world. Buried in the old gravevard here was Christian Hetrick, a
Coderus farmet and legislator who was commissioned a Brigadier General in the
dams county militia during the war of 1812. Memorial Day began here in

York and Ad

1894 1o remember and honor the several men who by enlistment or draft served in

‘LU»



the Union army du riﬁg Civit War. Just before the battie of Geﬁy@ba rg;

a

closed in'on a house almost withinour sight this morfing when its owner shot to

' death a Union'dispatch bearer, thinking he'was a Cenfederate soldi

dier. George Bear
was arrested, tried in Frederick, and exonerated of all charges againsthim. The

voung soldier was probably buried in the old graveyard

During World War | the Sunday school secured itsTirst service flag, which
uded about forty stars, three of which were eventually gold. Thevery last known
rviceman from that war died only three months ago, on Fetfuar; 27

2011, The service flag for World War 1l had about 110 stars, five of which were

nks of these American servicerien are thinning rapidly.

The

calls for military service did not end in 1945. They are still being made

and answered. f anyone doubits the strength of the American commitment

respond to the call of thelr government in our day, the ev

of the lasi month or
so demonsirate clearly that it is as strong, courageous, and intelligent as ever

In MNovember 1863 President Abraham Lincolncame {o

Soldiers’ National Cemetery. In a larger sense, he declared, his gener

reaily dedicate or consecrate that

fi
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tleground. The brave men, both living and
dead, who had fought there had already done that. He insisted that in truly

honoring those men, both living and dead, his generation had to dedicat
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Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved home and the war's desolation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heavn
rescued land

Praise the P@Wﬁf that hath made and presewed

us a nation.

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: "In God is our trust.”

And the star- pangieﬁ banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!




