
A new Museum, Library & Archives in York that will 

serve as: 

a place where visitors DISCOVER the events, people, 

ideas, and achievements that make York County unique 

a place to LEARN, where scholarship is taken seriously 

providing valuable assets to schools throughout York 

County and to  learners of all ages 

a place where our exhibits, programs & activities bring 

history to life in ways that will ENGAGE new audiences 

and become more relevant to new generations of      

visitors 

Economic Impact:  Locating in the heart of the 

downtown revitalization will provide an 

economic boost to retailers, restauranteurs, 

and businesses by infusing the city with 

visitors 

 

Relevant Programs:  Creating a cultural anchor 

in downtown York that serves as a substantial 

point of pride for all of York County 

 

Sustainability/Healthy Finances: Utilizing 

savings from reduces costs for the upkeep and 

maintenance of 10 buildings to invest in 

programs/services making the organization 

more viable 

 

State of the Art Services: Improving collections 

environments to improve their longevity and 

powerful storytelling ability 

 

 

 

The York County History Center will attract visitors to the 

downtown, including tourists and families from surround-

ing destinations such as Lancaster and Gettysburg 

Modeling the “hub and spoke” approach, the York County     

History Center will serve as a connecting resource to other 

local historical organizations throughout the county and 

state 

Currently contributing $5.6M to the local economy, the 

new site is expected to double the impact bringing a          

22-55% increase in visitation   



Adjacent to the York County Parks Rail Trail and 

Codorus Creek,  and the planned Lafayette Plaza 

greenway, the York County History Center will 

be a visitor destination connecting its use with 

the existing Colonial Complex creating a “History 

Campus” 

Plentiful parking and proximity to visitor 

amenities will encourage longer visits downtown 

boosting the local economy 

Approximately 15,000 square feet of exhibit 

space will be dedicated to chronicling York 

County’s unique history 

Will provide the opportunity to create the proper 

environments to care for the artifacts and 

library collections for the enjoyment of future 

generations 

Will consolidate staff and maintenance costs 

saving the organization over $12M in deferred 

maintenance while focusing staff on 

programming and mission directed activities  

York County History Center 

 welcomes over 30,000 visitors to its sites annually 

 loans artifacts to support other museums such as               

 Winterthur, Colonial Williamsburg, & NY Historical Society 

  

 Founded in 1895, the mission of the York County  

 History Center is to inspire  the exploration of the history, 

 people and culture of our county, state and nation.  As a  

 non-profit organization, it utilizes collections, historic sites 

 and museums to help tell the American story. 

 York County History Center 

 250 East Market Street 

 York, PA 17403 

 www.yorkhistorycenter.org 

 

 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE EXISTING BUILDINGS? 

Historical Society- 250 East Market St. 

 Potential Opportunity for Commercial Use 

 Placed Back on the York City Tax Rolls 

 Agricultural and Industrial Museum- 217 West Princess St. 

 Held for Storage of Collections through 2025 

  


