
Welcome to Tour de York County, a road rally 2020 style. 
• You begin at the Historical Society Museum located at 250 East Market Street, York PA 17403 
• The roads traveled will be mostly back roads, all public roads no private lanes or toll roads are 
used.  
• The area of the county covered is generally south of Route 30 and east of I-83, with an exception 
and that will be noted in the clues, so you don’t feel lost.  
• You will be visiting several historic sites in the county, most are private, and welcome respectful 
visitors.  
• Some sites will require you to park your car and explore the sites to answer questions and take 
photos  
• Your driving clue list, below, will direct you from site to site  
• There should be cell service in the areas covered by this trip   
• Really lost?  We are sorry but available to help: “Phone a Friend” please give one of us a call  

David Henry: 717 -755 -2123  
• The ANSWER sheet in your packet is your answer form, please complete it and return 
to the History Center, email your photos to Membership@yorkhistorycenter.org please include your 
car number  

  
Before you and your group begin your travels please take time to see the current exhibit in the 
museum, “What Does Justice Mean to You”. The Story of the Justice Bell and York County’s role in the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement” in Founders Hall and on the Mezzanine. 
 
Q1) What was done to the clapper on the Justice Bell until 1920?  
 
Now it is on to checking out some of the counties little known and historic spots.  
 
Let's begin with a walking trip across the street to see the cemetery and final resting place of one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, COL James Smith, you may be limited to viewing the 
cemetery from the sidewalk if the gates are closed. 
 
In 1805, a fire destroyed the office of Col James Smith and all of his papers, thus, not much is known 
about him. Born in Ireland, he came to Pennsylvania as a young boy. Since he enjoyed playing jokes on 
friends, he enjoyed having people guess his age, and thus, it is uncertain exactly when he was born. His 
family settled in York County, Pennsylvania, and for a while, James attended school in Philadelphia, later 
becoming a land surveyor and a lawyer. When he was 41, Smith married a Delaware woman, Eleanor 
Armor, and they would have five children. In the 1760s, he went into the Iron making business, and lost a 
small fortune. He would later admit that he used poor judgment, by placing the business in the hands of 
his two assistants, "one of who was a knave, and the other a fool." In 1774, he raised the first volunteer 
company of revolutionary militia to oppose the British. He was among the first colonial leaders to call for 
a "continental congress" to discuss the problems with the home country. As a delegate to the First 
Continental Congress in 1774, he urged a boycott of British goods, and at the Second Continental 
Congress, he actively supported the cause of American Independence. In June 1776, he helped draft a 
resolution for independence in the Pennsylvania conference, and served in the Second Continental 
Congress from 1776 to 1778. After a brief stint in the Pennsylvania legislature, he returned to the 
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practice of law at the end of the war. In 1781, he was elected as a judge of the Pennsylvania High Court 
of Errors and Appeals. He worked as a lawyer until the age of 80 and was said to be the oldest lawyer in 
Pennsylvania. He died in York, Pennsylvania.  

Bio by: Kit and Morgan Benson from First Presbyterian Church web site  
 

Q2)  COL James Smith is one of two signers of the Declaration of Independence from Pennsylvania, 
do you know who the other signer is and where he is laid to rest?  
 
 
On your way back to the car, please take time to read the PA Historical marker at   

"York House"  
Dedicated: Tuesday, July 25, 1967  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72299, LAT: 39.96397  
Location: 225 E. Market St., York  
Marker Text: Built in 1860 by Charles Billmeyer, railroad car manufacturer. Noted for its 
hand-painted ceiling and exquisite interior ornamentation, building is outstanding example 
of mansion-type Victorian architecture.  

Photo Opportunity 1:  Take a picture of this marker 
 

Now on to the trip …... please record your beginning mileage on the answer page, we will not be judging 
your travel time, just total mileage and your answer sheet, please travel safely following all rules of the 
road.    
 
You are headed east on the Lincoln Highway.   Now we are ready to EXPLORE!  
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
Start out going east on Market Street (PA-462), just after the I-83 underpass turn Right on to Eastern 
Blvd.  Once you pass AAA on the right, continue over Edgewood and stay LEFT at the arrow, continue 
over Cinema Drive / Stoneridge Road. Just down the hill the entrance to Camp Security Park is on the 
right. Feel free to park and take a stroll, there are no current digs occurring at the site. 
  
Congratulations you have arrived at the first destination … If you walk in the park area there is an 
opening in the tree row at the soccer area, you can view the vast area that was the Camp. 
  
Camp Security  
INTRODUCTION  
Camp Security, an American Revolutionary War prison camp built in 1781, was first occupied by the 
troops of British General John Burgoyne who were captured at Saratoga, New York in 1777. In the 
summer of 1781, a stockade and living quarters were built on the 280-acre farm confiscated for the 
camp. Early in 1782, Burgoyne’s men were joined by troops from the Cornwallis army that were recently 
captured at Yorktown. Only privates and noncommissioned officers from both armies were held at Camp 
Security.  Officers were either exchanged, held in county prison facilities or released on parole. Period 
memoirs indicate some members of the Convention Army, first housed in the stockade, were permitted 
to live in a nearby “village of huts.”  Cornwallis troops, considered a greater escape risk, were 
imprisoned in the stockade.  
  
The York County militia guarded Camp Security, except for part of 1782, when the prisoners were 
guarded by General Hazen’s Continental Army regiment. A pass system allowed some prisoners to work 
for local residents, thereby supplementing the camp’s meager supply of food, clothing and blankets. 
Wives and children accompanied many of the prisoners, a common practice at that time. The camp 
perhaps even housed a few Americans, as some Convention prisoners may have married former colonists 
during their seven years in captivity. A fever reportedly hit the camp killing many prisoners and family 
members who were buried near the camp.  
Following the end of the war in the spring of 1783, Camp Security was abandoned. Some of the former 
prisoners may have been given lands in Canada in exchange for their service. Others stayed in the United 
States, but most returned to Britain.  

  
SOURCE:  FRIENDS OF CAMP SECURITY  

https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/46483611


For more detailed information on Camp Security and the ongoing archology work, please visit their web 
site.  www.campsecurity.org  
 
 
Q3) What was the common name used by the prisoners to refer to the camp?  
  
DRIVING DIRECTONS 
Start out going east on Eastern Blvd, continue straight at the STOP sign, then turn left onto Stonewood 
Road, at the light turn Right, heading east and with Campbell Chain behind you, the next turn comes quick. 
Take the first left (Shoehouse Road) and you are on your way to see the place where “the old lady lives”. If 
you arrive Friday through Sunday you are in luck, the “boot” is open 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
  
 If you see a very large Shoe you have successfully arrived at the next destination.  
 
 
The Shoe House  
In their bid for immortality, the pharaohs of Ancient Egypt built the pyramids -- and Mahlon Haines built 
a house shaped like a shoe.  
 
Mahlon's favorite birthday present, according to his son, was to see his picture in a newspaper. He once 
donated eight scrapbooks to the local library, filled with nothing but thousands of his own press 
clippings. It was estimated that reading them all would take more than three continuous days. But when 
“The Shoe Wizard”reached his 70th birthday, he began to realize that stunts only matter as long 
someone remembers them, and that even the world's largest collection of clippings eventually turns to 
dust. He needed a more permanent legacy. That is when Mahlon took a trip to Southern California. He 
saw architectural eye-grabbers such as a whiskey barrel liquor store and a motel shaped like a teepee. 
The idea for a Shoe House was born. The story goes that Mahlon took a work boot from one of his stores, 
handed it to architect Frederick Rempp, and said, "Build me a house like this."  
 
The boot was one of his best-selling items, and the house was built just off the coast-to-coast Lincoln 
Highway, so everyone could see it. Completed in the spring of 1949, the Shoe House stands 25 feet high 
and 48 feet long. Mahlon never lived in it. Instead, he turned the house into a promotional prize. The 
lucky winners (limited to newlyweds and elderly couples who had never had a honeymoon) could spend 
up to a week in the Shoe -- served by a live-in maid, cook, and chauffeur. Everyone went home with a free 
pair of shoes.  
 
Mahlon Haines continued to get his face in the papers and died at 87, remarkably fit for his age. The 
Shoe House cycled through a several subsequent owners and settled into a comfortable groove as a 
Lincoln Highway attraction and landmark.  
 
The House has five different levels with three bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen, a living room, lots of 
little staircases, and a rooftop terrace currently closed for liability reasons. The honeymoon suite is in 
the toe; the kitchen is in the heel.   
Source: Roadsideamerica.com  
 
Q4)   Mahlon Haines was known for what other major business in York County?  
 
PHOTO Opportunity 2: Send us a creative group photo with the Shoe House  
 

On our way to the next destination you will want to look for a few significant PA Historical markers and 
answer the following question: 

 

Q5)  Hellam or Hallam? Which is correct or are both and what’s the difference? 

Legend has it there is a set of “magical” gates in the area, The Seven Gates of Hell, being that is 2020, we 
will NOT be including that attraction on this tour, for more information on the gates please visit the 
Hellam Township website.(hellamtownship.com) 

http://www.campsecurity.org/


 

******Springettsbury Manor, View  
Dedicated: Monday, November 20, 1950  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.53782, LAT: 40.02397  
Location: Hellam St. (PA 462), at Fairview Cemetery, Wrightsville  
Marker Text: Established by warrant of June 1772; resurveyed in 1768. Extending from the 
Susquehanna to about 18 mi. west, and about 3 mi. on each side of this highway, it was the 
largest reserved estate of the Penns in Pennsylvania.  

****** America's First Iron Steamboat, View  
Dedicated: Thursday, October 23, 1947  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.54821, LAT: 40.02154  
Location: Pa. 462 (old U.S. 30), .3 mile W of Wrightsville  
Marker Text: The "Codorus," built in York by John Elgar, was launched at present-
day Accomac on the Susquehanna River, Nov. 22, 1825. The site is about two miles 
distant.  

***** Gettysburg Campaign, View  
Dedicated: Wednesday, November 12, 1947  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.52907, LAT: 40.02585  
Location: PA 462 (old US 30) at Susquehanna River Bridge, Wrightsville  
Marker Text: Confederate troops, sent from York by Gen. Early to cross the river and march 
on Harrisburg, reached here June 28, 1863. U.S. militia withdrew, firing the bridge and 
barring any Southern advance beyond the river.  

****** Susquehanna Canal, View  
Dedicated: Monday, April 5, 1948  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.52689, LAT: 40.02465  
Location: Long Level Rd. (PA 624), .1 mile S of Wrightsville  
Marker Text: Lock masonry, just below the bridge, and part of the old channel mark the 
north end of the canal, which met the State-owned canal at Columbia. Until 1863, the river-
bridge had a towpath for mules; later, tugboats pulled canal craft across.  

 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

 Head about 0.41 mile back to the Lincoln Highway (back track) continuing east, stay on the Lincoln 
Highway for almost 6 miles. Just before the old 462 bridge take a hard Right onto 2nd St., in 2 blocks turn 
left onto Orange Street (RT624), turn Right onto S. Front St. Enjoy the scenic view of the river and 
marinas and past High Point Vista. Once you passed Kline’s Run Park on the Right, you will arrive at 1706 
Long Level; The Zimmerman Center for Heritage. Depending when you arrive the Center may be open, 
there are trails and scenic overlooks and historical markers --- take your time and enjoy. This segment is 
approximately 10.4 miles from the Shoe House. 
  

Q6)  As you approached the "old bridge" did you know there were a total of 5 bridges built over the river, 
the first was destroyed by ice, the second by fire, the third by wind, the forth was dismantled.  Do you 
know the cause of the fire that burnt the bridge on June 28, 1863? 

 

You have arrived at the next destination   

 
The Zimmerman Center for Heritage 
The Zimmerman Center for Heritage in the historic Dritt Mansion is home to the Susquehanna National 
Heritage Area and showcases river history through its Susquehanna River Art Collection, historical 
displays, exhibits and programs. The Center also partners with the National Park Service to serve as an 
official Visitor Contact Station for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail. Visitors 
can have NPS passport books stamped and children can become official National Park Service Junior 
Rangers. Visitors may also hike the Heritage Trail to Native Lands County Park, which includes paths to 
the Dritt Family Cemetery and the historic site of the Susquehannock Indians’ last settlement. The 
Zimmerman Center and its river art and history exhibits are open to visitors Tuesday through Sunday 



10am-4pm year-round and its grounds and riverfront pavilion are open to the public daily dawn to dusk. 
Guided tours of the historic Dritt Mansion and Susquehannock settlement site are offered on weekends, 
and River Discovery Boat Tours on the Susquehanna River are offered seasonally. The Zimmerman Center 
also provides public access to the river for paddlecraft and a dock for those arriving by boat. Visit their 
website www.SusquehannaHeritage.org or call 717-252-0229 for details. 
 
The Zimmerman Center is owned and managed by the Susquehanna National Heritage Area, a non-profit 
organization that connects people to the Susquehanna River and its history as it flows through Lancaster 
and York Counties. Susquehanna NHA works to enhance regional quality of life and economic vitality 
through preservation, conservation, and interpretation of the river's cultural and natural heritage. They 
build public awareness and understanding of the river's value to the region, state, and nation, and help 
preserve and enhance the river's assets for the enjoyment of residents and visitors alike. York and 
Lancaster Counties have been a designated Pennsylvania Heritage Area since 2001 and were designated 
by Congress as a National Heritage Area in 2019.  
 
Please take time to explore this site and the surrounding area, and when ready, return to the route and 
back to the clue list for your next stop. 
 
Q7) How did Jacob Dritt die, and in what year did that occur?   
 
Fun fact:  What is the relationship between Jacob Dritt and our very own Bonham House?  Jacob Dritt’s 
daughter, Margaret, married Horace Bonhams father in 1819 at age 25. She died five years later. 
 
Photo Opportunity 3: Take a photo at Native Lands Park Trailhead 
 
On the way to the next destination look for additional markers for the Susquehanna Canal   

 
Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal, View  
Dedicated: Friday, April 2, 1948  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.38181, LAT: 39.84501  
Location: Furnace Rd. (PA 425) at York Furnace  
Marker Text: Chartered by Pennsylvania, 1835; run by the canal company, 1840~1872, and 
the Reading Railroad till 1894. Followed the river for 45 miles below Columbia.  

 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

We hope you enjoyed the Zimmerman Center, when leaving you will want to continue south (Right) on 
Long Level, at the STOP sign follow the road to the Right on Rt 624; in Craley, turn left onto Rt 425 South; 
New Bridgeville Road, proceed 3.5 miles. In New Bridgeville, turn left to continue on RT 425; Furnace 
Road. Travel approx. 12 miles total on Rt. 425, just after passing through Otter Creek area. Make an 
IMMEDIATE left turn onto Indian Steps Road, if you traveled completely around the hairpin, you went to 
far!  There is a totem pole at the turn as you are turning.  You guessed it we are going to Indian Steps 
Museum. Continue for less than 1 mile and you will arrive. The parking lot is just past the building. The 
museum is currently closed; however, you are welcome to walk the ground and take in the beautiful 
building and history.  

 

 
The Story of Indian Steps  
The story of Indian Steps Cabin begins over ten thousand years ago. The area gets its name from the 
“steps” carved in the nearby Susquehanna River’s rocks by early people of the region who used the 
footholds while gathering food along the river. The arrows, spear heads, stone axes and other relics 
embedded in the building were the belongings of the first residents of York County.  
  
At the beginning of the twentieth century John Edward Vandersloot, a York, PA attorney enjoyed hunting, 
fishing and discovering ancient artifacts along the Susquehanna River area locally known as Indian Steps. 
Attorney Vandersloot acquired the property and developed it as a personal retreat. As John enjoyed the 
natural wonders of Indian Steps his collection of Native American artifacts continued to grow. As 



Vandersloot’s collection increased in size he began to have difficulty housing all of the artifacts. In 1907 
John then decided that the best way to preserve his collection was to construct a building to display his 
antiquities. The Indian Steps Cabin was completed in 1912.  
  
The Indian Steps Cabin celebrates local Native American culture as well as the civilization of early people 
from all over North America. The artifact-pictographs embedded throughout the structure reflect John 
Vandersloot’s extensive research.  
  
The inscription over the door, “’I entreat all those who pass this way to safely guard and preserve these 
former possessions of and monuments to an ancient Indian people…” is evidence that John Vandersloot 
meant for the building to be preserved.  
 
Indian Steps Museum is primarily a memorial to the Native Americans who lived along the Susquehanna 
River. The original inhabitants of the area surrounding Indian Steps were the Algonquians, later 
succeeded by the Susquehannocks. The Susquehannocks remained in the vicinity of Indian Steps from 
around 1605-1680. The last Native American tribe who settled along the river was the Shawnee who 
departed to the west in 1765.  
  
The Indian Steps Museum has operated as a public museum since the 1940’s. It is possibly the first 
Native American museum in the United States. Indian Steps was first owned by PPL and is currently 
owned by the Conservation Society of York County. The Indian Steps Cabin was entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1990. The Conservation Society of York County does not receive state or 
federal funding to operate the Museum. It continues to accept donations and fees for tours, programs 
and educational opportunities.  
 Source: Indiansteps.org  
 Feel free to visit the web site and learn more about the historic and unique piece of York County. 
 www.indiansteps.org  
 
Q8) On the grounds of Indian Steps there is a totem pole, what figures are represented (from the 
bottom to the top)    
 
Photo Opportunity 4 take a creative group photo at Indian Steps. 

 

You will be driving near Safe Harbor Dam:  
The Safe Harbor Dam (also Safe Harbor Hydroelectric Station) is a concrete gravity dam on the 
lower Susquehanna River with an associated hydroelectric power station. It is the most northerly 
and last of three Great Depression-era public electrification projects' hydroelectric dams and was 
constructed between April 1, 1930 and December 7, 1931. It created a long and relatively shallow 
lake along the upper stretch of the Conejohela Valley known as Lake Clarke. The creation of the 
lake shrank the upper Conejohela Flats in size.  
The dam is located just above the confluence of the Conestoga River with the Susquehanna, about 
7 miles downstream of Washington Boro, Pennsylvania, which at mid-river is figured more or less 
the center of Lake Clarke created by the dam – which has become very popular for water sports 
and fishing. Ecologically the varying depth of inundated islands on the bottom of the lake create a 
succession of valuable varied habitats that support numerous fresh water feeder fish, pan fish, 
and large predatory game fish species and so loss in bird-small animal habitat was replaced by 
and large, in freshwater marine habitats.  
 
Planning for the construction of the Safe Harbor dam started in 1929 and construction started 1 
April 1930. The dam was completed and closed its gates for the first time on 29 September 1931. 
The first power was generated on 7 December 1931 and the last of the original seven turbine 
generator units came on-line on 14 October 1940. Power from Safe Harbor is dispatched through 
PJM Interconnection, one of many regional transmission organizations feeding the nations power 
grids.  
On May 18, 2001, a current US President visited the Safe Harbor Hydroelectric plant to expound 
on his just unveiled National Energy Policy. Safe Harbor was chosen as an example of government, 
corporate and environmental groups working together in energy generation. In 2001, Safe Harbor 
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Water Power Corporation won the Governor's Award for Environmental Excellence. The award 
citation states that Safe Harbor had removed over 11,000 tons of debris from the river and was 
able to recycle almost all of it.  

  
Q9)  Who was the sitting US President who visited the Safe Harbor Dam in 2001?  
  

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

Back out the way you came in – Indian Steps Road to the sharp hairpin, take a slight left onto Furnace 
Road (RT425) South continue to dead end at Delta Road (RT74) (it’s a drive) turn Right on to Delta Road 
(RT74) CAUTION you are only on RT74 for 0.18 miles, turn Left onto Woodbine Road, also RT425 South, 
continue to Frosty Hill Road, Frosty Hill is a veer to the Right off of Woodbine Road (sign is high and on a 
pole on the left side) Frosty Hill has double yellow lines. Frosty Hill becomes High Rock Road, next turn is 
a Left onto Muddy Creek Forks Road (SR2069), destination is just around the bend. 
 
There is a large sign detailing a short walking path and tour of the area. 
 
Ma & Pa Railroad Brief History  
 
The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad was established in 1901 by the merging of the Baltimore and 
Lehigh Railway with the York Southern. Originally a narrow-gauge line, the railroad traced a 
meandering seventy-seven-mile route to connect Baltimore and York, two cities only forty-five highway 
miles apart. The line's surveyors could hardly have chosen a more picturesque route. The mainline 
traveled northeast from Baltimore across the rolling Maryland hills through Towson and Bel Air.  
At Delta, Pa., the line turned sharply northwest, hugging the banks of Muddy Creek, and passing through 
Felton, Red Lion, and Dallastown on its climb into York. Although traffic was never very dense, the Ma & 
Pa did serve as an indispensable link between rural communities and the outside world in the days 
before modern highways and two automobiles in every garage.  
 
It hauled furniture from Red Lion, slate from Delta, and milk from farms along the route, fostering the 
economic progress of the whole region. The railroad also carried countless residents from their rural 
homes to the "big city" for jobs, shopping, and entertainment, even though its "crack" passenger train 
took four hours to travel seventy-seven miles.  
The loss of a U.S. Mail contract and the encroachment of the automobile doomed passenger service, 
which succumbed in 1954. The Maryland Division from Whiteford south was abandoned in 1958, but the 
Pennsylvania portion survived into the 80's. At that time, the Society stepped in to preserve a piece of 
this unique little railroad, which was so prominent in the history and development of the 
area. Depending on the day and time you visit the Ma & Pa Heritage Village there may be train trips that 
are available with guided tours for additional fees, please explore the area and learn about this restored 
part of York’s history.  
Additional information is available on their website: maandparailroad.com  
Train Tickets: Guided tours with a train ride begin at 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, and 3:30 p.m. Adults $10, 
Children $7, Under 3 free  
 
Photo Opportunity 5: Take a photo in front of the General Store 
 
Q10)   What is Ma & Pa an abbreviation of, and for a bonus can you name another railroad?  
  
Let’s get back to the History Trail.  
 
 
 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS-  
Your destination will be 15759 Cross Mill Road, Felton 17322 (for electronic mapping software 
purposes) 
Leaving Ma & Pa behind turn out of the parking area and stay Right continuing on Muddy Creek Forks 
Road, keep the Yellow House on your closest Right. Drive 3.25 miles until a small split in the road. Stay 



to the left and stop at the stop sign. Turn left. This part is tricky! You’re going to take the next left turn, 
which is onto Hickory Road (SR2046). There will be a big red barn on the right. Hickory sign is faded on 
the left (left turn here), the street sign to the right is Twin Hills Road. On Hickory, travel 1.2 miles Right 
turn onto Cross Mill Road, (The sign for Cross Mill is brown and looks similar to a county park style sign) 
then a sharp left (hairpin) keeps you on Cross Mill Road then the destination is only 0.17 miles away, 
drive between the large white barn and yellow farm house and a red mill house is just ahead, this is the 
Wallace-Cross Mill and is part of the York County Park system. There is a parking lot if you want to 
explore the area. 
 
Be sure to walk around the building and the pedestrian bridge with an informative site sign. 
 
Wallace-Cross Mill is a restored 1826 water-powered grist mill located near Cross Roads, East Hopewell 
Township.  It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977.  Harry Cross, the last 
operator of the mill presented the building to York County in 1979. The Friends of Wallace-Cross Mill 
was formed in 1999 to oversee the programs at the newly restored mill.  Today the group conducts open 
houses at the mill from June through October, conducts fundraisers, maintains the museum gift shop 
and plans the future for the mill.   
 
 In 2006, the second and third floors of the mill were opened with new displays containing mill 
equipment and history on local milling.  These displays further enhanced the operating mill located on 
the first floor. A new display on the history of the Wallace and Cross families opened in 2010. 
 To keep the mill in good working condition, the Friends of Wallace-Cross Mill hired nationally-known 
millwright Ben Hassett to conduct a survey of the building and equipment and do repairs.  Ben and York 
County Parks have also designed a maintenance plan to followed to keep Wallace-Cross Mill in running 
order for years to come.   
 
 History: The mill is believed to have been constructed in 1826 and was operated continuously until the 
1980's taking its waterpower from Rambo Run. The mill was placed on the Pennsylvania Inventory of 
Historic Places on February 24, 1977 and the National register of Historic Places on June 10, 1977. The 
mill was given to York County by the owner Harry Cross in 1979.  
 
Since 1840, ownership of the mill changed only four times with one name change from the family name 
of Wallace to Cross. The restoration focus is the 1950 era; the pinnacle First Floor Interior of Harry Cross' 
career when the mill ran 24 hours a day and seven days a week. The mill's first floor, including the office, 
is the area open to the public. The exhibits and demonstrations appeal to all ages but especially fifth 
through seventh grade students of Pennsylvania history.  
A Lieberknecht mill demonstrates the milling process. A single millstone grinds the grain and illustrates 
the way millstones are sharpened. A hand powered corn sheller demonstrated the removal of kernels 
from corn cobs.  
  
The mill was originally powered by a wooden overshot wheel with wooden spokes and shaft. It was 
replaced by a metal Fitz water wheel, manufactured in Hanover, Pennsylvania. Fitz was the preeminent 
manufacturer of mill wheels in the 19th century. The original Fitz waterwheel was restored and re-
installed through the kindness of Harvey Bradley. The primary function of the mill was that of a place of 
business. However, the mill was frequently used as a meeting place for farmers and others. 
 
To learn more about the mill and other Historic spots in the York County Park system, please visit their 
web site:   
www.yorkcountypa.gov/parks-recreation/the-parks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yorkcountypa.gov/parks-recreation/the-parks


Q11)  Wallace Cross Mill was only operated by 2 __________________?  
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
Back out the way you came in on Cross Mill Road, continue following to the first Stop sign and turn Right 
at the Stop sign, you are on Hickory Road and continue to a Y intersection and continue Right. Next turn 
is at RT24 (Barrons Road North) than Left on to Plank Road (following signs towards I83) arrive at a 4 
way stop at Mt Olivet Road one room school at the 4 way stop, now turn Right. Continue just past trailer 
park is Rehmeyer’s Hollow Road, turn Left. This is just a drive by, the house is a well weathered 2 story 
structure with dark red trim, its private property --- do not stop. 
 
 
Rehmeyer Hollow   
“Home, and murder site, of Pennsylvania's most famous Dutch medicine man”  
 
Rehmeyer's Hollow, also known as Hex Hollow, is in Central Pennsylvania (York County) near the 
Maryland border. The area was brought to national attention by a murder that occurred there in 1928. 
The name of the hollow was later changed to Spring Valley County Park. John H. Blymire, a pow-wow 
doctor—or Pennsylvania Dutch witch -- had, for years, been suffering from illness and bad luck. When 
another pow-wow doctor, Nellie Noll (the River Witch of Marietta), told him he had come under the hex 
of witch doctor Nelson D. Rehmeyer, Blymire decided to retaliate by breaking into Rehmeyer's home in 
search of a book of spells. Noll also informed Blymire that burning the book or burying a lock of 
Rehmeyer's hair would remove the Hex. Upon arrival to his farmhouse in North Hopewell Township, they 
encountered Rehmeyer himself. Blymire and his two young accomplices (John Curry and Wilbert Hess) 
murdered Rehmeyer, and then mutilated and burned his body. The murder took place exactly one-
minute past midnight on November 28, 1928. They were unsuccessful in locating his copy of Long-
Lost Friend; however, Blymire felt the hex lifted when Rehmeyer died. In the trial that followed, the 
country was shocked to learn of the existence of 20th-century witchcraft, especially in quiet York County, 
Pennsylvania. Rehmeyer's house where he was murdered still stands on Rehmeyer's Hollow Road. Many 
locals believe it to be haunted. Teenagers can usually be found down in the hollow seeking evidence 
of ghosts. evidence many have claimed to find in the form of shadowy figures, cold spots, EVP 
recordings, and more. One of the house's most notorious acts is the apparent ability to return stones 
thrown at it.  To this day, the house contains much of the original furniture from the day of Rehmeyer's 
murder, including his sofa. Perhaps the most eerie thing in the building is a section of the floor in the 
kitchen that is made of glass, which shows charred floorboards underneath, the remnants of the attempt 
to burn Rehmeyer's body. Rehmeyer's "Long Lost Friend" went on to become one of the most revered 
books of Pennsylvania Dutch Witchcraft and continues to serve as a basis for magic practitioners in the 
area.  
 
Q12)  Blymire, Curry and Ness were in search of what from Nelson Rehmeyer?   
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

Keep driving past the house, at the Stop sign turn Right and continue on Hain Road, cross over I83. At 
the Stop sign turn Right. This is Susquehanna Trail North.  Continue North on the Susquehanna Trail to 
Grantley Road. You’ll be on Susquehanna Trail for a while, driving through Jacobus.  Go Left and 
continue to Country Club Road.  Take a Left onto Country Club Road and take a Right at the traffic light. 
Continue and pass over SR462 and take the first Right. At the light turn Right, just over the railroad 
tracks is the York County Fire Museum. You can easily pull into the back parking area, answer a question 
and have a photo opportunity. 

 
The York County History Center Fire Museum preserves the heritage of more than 225 years of 
firefighting history representative of the county's 72 fire companies, some of which predate the 
American Revolution. The Museum is located in the former home of Royal Fire Company No. 6, a 
beautiful turn of the century building that creates the perfect atmosphere for the many exciting displays 
that illustrate how the firefighters lived, worked and played. 
Visitors will see how firefighters progressed from the early Leather Bucket Brigades to 19th century hand 
operated equipment, to a 1905 Merriweather Horse Drawn Apparatus, and finally to Motorized 
Equipment dated from the 1920's to the 1950's.  



 
The Vehicle Exhibit showcases fire vehicles of all types, including a 1928 Buffalo, 1933 Ahrens-Fox, a 
1955 American LaFrance, and four other motorized vehicles. A variety of other firefighting apparatus 
completes the collection.  
Visitors can pull a Fire Alarm Box and see and hear an original 1914 Gamewell Fire Alarm System from 
New York City. The original horse stalls complete with the engraved names of the old fire horses can be 
seen.  
 
Families and groups of all ages will find the tour to be fun, exciting and educational. For additional 
information or to schedule a tour, visit the York County History Center website linked above or call (717) 
848-1587  
  
Q13)   On the outside of the Fire Museum there is a statue, what does it honor and what is the name 
on the brick in the front row left corner?  
Bonus Question: Who/What is Old Joe? 
 
Photo Opportunity 6: Take a group photo with the Fire Statue  
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

You have nearly completed the tour!  Leaving the Fire Museum turn left at the light onto Market St. 
heading east. On the way you will want to take a quick stop at the Colonial Complex to see the Horatio 
Gates House & the Golden Plough Tavern and the Colonial Court House to take a creative photo. Turn left 
on to Pershing Ave for parking access. 

You have arrived at The Colonial Complex  
  
One of the most popular York, PA museums, the Colonial Complex encompasses four historic buildings 
located downtown. A tour will explore York County’s role during the American Revolutionary War and 
everyday life and culture during the 18th century.  Built in 1741, the Golden Plough Tavern served as a 
source of news and information for travelers and locals alike and showcases daily colonial life.  The 
General Horatio Gates House (c. 1751) reflects an upper-class English home of the late 18th century, 
highlighting the stay of American General Horatio Gates during the winter of 1777-1778. Also, on the 
grounds is the reconstructed Colonial Courthouse that highlights the story of the Second Continental 
Congress when they worked out of York during the winter of 1777-1778 and adopted the Articles of 
Confederation. The Barnett Bobb Log House, built in 1812 and relocated to the Colonial Complex, is 
currently used during programs for artisan demonstrations and hands-on activities.  
 
Your membership to the York County History Center provides you the opportunity to tour the Complex 
free of charge.  Guided tours are available Tuesday through Saturday seasonally. Check the History 
Center website for tickets and hours. 
 
Q14) The original Court House was built where in York County and in what year? 
 
Photo Opportunity 7: Take a group photo somewhere at the Colonial Complex  
  
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
The end of the trip is just a mile away. As you head back to the museum at 250 East Market Street you 
will see several historical makers, here is a highlight of significant spots.  
  
*****  

Articles of Confederation, View  
Dedicated: Wednesday, December 19, 2001  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72756, LAT: 39.962671  
Location: NE Corner of Continental Square (Market & George Sts.), York  
Marker Text: Our nation's first constitution. Adopted November 15, 1777, in the York 
County Courthouse, the Articles united the 13 colonies by establishing the government of 
the United States of America. Remained in effect until replaced by the Constitution in 
1789.  



*****  
Black Horse Tavern, View  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72818, LAT: 39.96269  
Location: NW section of square, York  
Marker Text: Old tavern stood on this site, which was the lot granted to Baltzer Spengler 
by the sons of William Penn for services in the laying out of York in 1741.  
 
 

*****  
Colonel Thomas Hartley, View  
Dedicated: Wednesday, December 14, 1949  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72888, LAT: 39.96196  
Location: W. Market St. between Beaver & George Sts., York  
Marker Text: On this site was the house of Col. Thomas Hartley, first congressman from 
York County. In 1777, he was prominent in the defense of Philadelphia; led an expedition 
to avenge the Wyoming Massacre in 1778.  

*****  
Gen. Wayne Headquarters, View  
Dedicated: Wednesday, December 14, 1949  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72975, LAT: 39.96175  
Location: NW corner, Market & Beaver Sts., York  
Marker Text: Building erected in Colonial Period was headquarters of Gen. Anthony Wayne 
while his command was in York, Feb.-May, 1781, awaiting orders to join Lafayette in the 
Yorktown Campaign.  

*****  
Globe Inn, View  
Dedicated: Thursday, December 15, 1949  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72807, LAT: 39.96235  
Location: SW section of Square, York  
Marker Text: Many distinguished persons stayed at old inn located on this site. Here, in 
1825, Lafayette was given a reception. His toast "To the Town of York" is memorable.  

*****  
Hall & Sellers Press, View  
Dedicated: Wednesday, December 14, 1949  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.72992, LAT: 39.96186  
Location: SW corner, Market & Beaver Sts., York  
Marker Text: First printing press west of Susquehanna River was set up on this site. Here, 
government publications and continental currency were printed while Congress met in 
York, Sept. 1777 to June 1778.  

*****  
Provincial Courthouse, View  
Dedicated: Thursday, December 15, 1949  
GPS Coordinates: LNG: -76.7274, LAT: 39.9623  
Location: Market & George Sts., SE section of Square, York  
Marker Text: Continental Congress held its session, Sept. 30, 1777-June 28, 1778 in 
Courthouse which stood in the center of this square. Here, Treaties with France and 
Articles of Confederation were adopted.  

*****  
 
While you were driving down Market Street you passed many important buildings designed by world 
renown Dempwolf Firm, for example the following are listed on the National Register of Historic Places; 
Including the Bon-Ton Building, Colonial Hotel (demolished), Fluhrer Building, Rosenmiller Building, 
Union Lutheran Church, York County Courthouse, and York National Bank. 
 
The York County History Center has the largest collection of the Dempwolf firm's architectural 
drawings.  
You are almost at the end, in the 100 block of East Market Street you will pass the Bonham House, a 
truly remarkable and historic property of the History Center. 



 
Originally built in 1840, this three-story dwelling was purchased by artist and prominent Yorker, Horace 
Bonham. Visitors to the Bonham House will learn about the Bonham family and the evolution of the 
structure that reflects the changes in society between the 1870s and 1960s. While Horace was not trained 
as a painter although he spent most of his life as a painter of portraits, landscapes, and genre scenes. 
Several of his works are displayed in the house. 
 
Q15) What was Horace Bonham’s profession?  
 
You have completed the Road Rally 2020 Style, please complete the ANSWER sheet with your answers 
and mileage and return to the History Center – 250 East Market Street. If the building is open you can 
turn in to the front desk. If the building is closed you can put in the mail slot in the front door. 
 
 
We hope you have enjoyed this non-traditional road rally and hope you will join us for Rally 2021!  
 
There are many historical spots in the South East portion of York County that we just could not fit into 
this drive due to time and distance. The following highlights a few of those significant locations, take 
some time to learn the rich history of the area and on future Sunday drives get out and explore some of 
these gems. During todays travels thru the county you witnessed first hand the vast area and amount of 
farming, agricultural is a major industry in York County and to experience the history of farming in York 
please visit the Agricultural and Industrial Museum (AIM). 
 
Guinston Presbyterian Church 
Welsh Villages and Museum 
Mason Dixon survey markers 
York Furnace 
Red Lion Historical Building tells the importance of furniture and cigar manufacturing in the area 
Fawn AME Zion Church 
The Goodridge Freedom Center and various underground locations in the county 
 

 
 
 


