
Mustering Up Your Family History 

8:00 — 8:30 Registration & Welcome … coffee, tea, juice and doughnuts will be available 

8:30 – 9:15 Key Note Address by Ronald L. Hershner 

“Letters From Home: The Civil War Correspondence of a York County Family” 

Ronald L. Hershner, a native of York County, grew up on his family’s farm in East Hopewell Township. He is a 

graduate of Kennard Dale High School and Dickinson College, from which he graduated magna cum laude. He was 

awarded Honors in History for his Thesis The Fertile Barrens: Land and Property in Eighteenth Century York 

County. Mr. Hershner is an attorney, having earned both a J.D. degree and an LLM in Taxation from the Dickinson 

School of Law. He is the Managing Partner of the law firm Stock and Leader. Mr. Hershner has authored several 

books and articles on local history the most recent of which is Letters From Home: York County, Pennsylvania, 

during the Civil War which was published by the York County Heritage Trust. Previous works include his; Cross 

Roads: A History and Reminiscences; and Round Hill Presbyterian Church: 250 Years of Faith. He is active in a 

number of charitable and civic organizations. He has served as Chair of the Board of Directors of the York County 

Heritage Trust and has completed terms as President of the York County Estate Planning Council, President of the 

York County Chamber Economics Club, and President of the Red Lion Area Historical Society. He presently serves 

as a Director of York County Community Foundation, a member of the Professional Advisors Committee for York 

College and on the Council of Advisors of the J. D. Brown Center for Entrepreneurship. Mr. Hershner currently 

serves as an Elder at First Presbyterian Church of York and chairs its Finance Committee. 

9:30 — 10:30 

General:   Climbing Your Family Tree: The Who, What, When, Why and How of Finding Your Ancestors 

The presenter, Rebecca Anstine, serves on the board of the South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical 

Society and volunteers at the York County Heritage Trust library.  Rebecca graduated from Shippensburg 

University with a dual degree in French and Library Science, and from the University of Maryland with a 

master’s of Library Science.  She is retired from the York City School District and B. Dalton Bookstore. 

Military:  Pennsylvania Revolutionary War Research 

This session will focus on how to research and document the military service of Revolutionary War 

veterans of the Pennsylvania Line, Militia, and Navy.  The lecture will cover the principle types of records, 

what information they contain, and how to interpret them. It will also cover some basic research strategies. 

The presenter, Aaron McWilliams is a reference archivist at the Pennsylvania State Archives.  He is 

responsible for handling research inquiries at the Archives and frequently represents the agency at 

genealogical events.  His areas of expertise include Pennsylvania state land records, Pennsylvania's 

Revolutionary War militia, and genealogy.  He has appeared on WITF’s Radio Smart Talk and “Who Do 

You Think You Are?”  Prior to joining the Pennsylvania State Archives, Aaron worked as a reference 

archivist at the Maryland State Archives and as a professional genealogist. 

10:45 — 11:45 

General:   I Found It on the Internet: Using Free and Subscription Genealogy Websites 

This session will be presented by Rebecca Anstine and focus on what to look for online, how to use 

websites, and the pros and cons of online research. 

Military:  Pennsylvania Civil War Research 

This session will be presented by Aaron McWilliams and focus on how to research and document the 

military service of Pennsylvania’s Civil War veterans. The lecture will cover available indexes, the 

principle types of records, and basic research strategies. 

11:45 — 1:30 Buffet Lunch   … and time to browse the vendor and lineage society tables 

—  lunch consists of assorted wraps, green salad, potato salad, fruit, chips, dessert and beverage 



1:30 — 2:30 

General:   Resources of the York County History Center Library 

This session will review the wealth of historical resources found within the History Center that can 

provide insight into family genealogy. Examples include church records, tombstone abstractions, and 

county histories but lesser known resources such as business records, city directories, church histories, 

diaries and more. The library also has published material from adjacent counties in Pennsylvania as well 

as northern Maryland complimenting its mission of York County history and the mobility of our 

ancestors. 

The presenter, Lila Fourhman-Shaull is the Director of Library & Archives at the York County History 
Center. She is a long-time member and board member of the South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical 

Society. 
Military:  Researching World War I and World War II Veterans 

Session will highlight the importance of military records to genealogists and family historians.  The 

session also will provide an overview of the records available at the National Personnel Records Center, to 

include highlighting the impact of the 1973 fire and the “62-Year Rule” on gaining access to the records.  

Additionally, the session will highlight the composition of the American Expeditionary Force (Regular 

Army divisions; mobilized National Guard divisions, and the National Army divisions consisting primarily 

of draftees). 

The presenter, Martin W. Andresen was born at Fort Bragg, NC, on 11 September 1943, and grew up in 

Davenport, IA.  After graduating from the United States Military Academy (West Point) in June 1965, he 

was commissioned a 2d Lieutenant in the Artillery.  He graduated from the University of Iowa with a MA 

in history in 1972.  He also graduated from the US Army Command and Staff College (Fort Leavenworth, 

KS) in 1979, and from the US Army War College (Carlisle Barracks) in July 1985.  In addition to serving 

in the Republic of South Vietnam (1967-1968) he served in a variety of command and staff positions 

during his 28-year active duty career to include two teaching tours in the Department of History, United 

States Military Academy, and 11 years at Carlisle Barracks (2 years on the War College Staff and Faculty 

and 9 years in various positions with the US Army Military History Institute (MHI).  Since retirement 

from active duty in July 1993, he has served as a full-time volunteer with the MHI.  Presently, he is 

serving as a full-time volunteer in the Library Division, US Army Heritage and Education Center. 

2:45 — 3:45 

General:   Using DNA in Genealogical Research: A Personal Story 

The presenter will share her journey of self-discovery, the process she used to trace her multicultural 

ancestors, and give her listeners a history lesson about how DNA connects all of us.  

The presenter, “Neicy” DeShields-Moulton is a genealogist from Springettsbury Township. She has 

published three family history books and received a scholarship to the Midwestern African American 

Genealogy lnstitute for her research.  In addition, after she completed Civil War research on the United 

States Colored Troops (USCT), her family was honored in Harrisburg at the first recognition of USCT.  

She received a certificate from the state of Pennsylvania in honor of her ancestors who served in the Civil 

War.  Currently, Neicy is researching DNA to help her make additional family connections. 

Military:  US Army Heritage and Education Center’s Holdings of Importance to Genealogists 

In this session, the presenter Martin Andresen will stress that the USAHEC does NOT possess individual 

personnel records; rather, he will highlight the USAHEC’s holdings (published; manuscript; photo) of 

importance to genealogists and family historians.  Specific areas of focus will be unit histories; battle and 

campaign histories; and the World Wars I and II veteran survey collections. 

3:50 — 4:15 Roundtable Discussion with Speakers and Wrap-Up 


