
 
 

SUGGESTED GROUP TOURS 
 
Adult Group Tours 

•   Minimum  Group Size: 10 adults 
•   Maximum Group Size: 70-100 at most sites (larger numbers can typically be 

accommodated through various tour options and multiple site visits) 
•   Availability Tuesday-Saturday 
•   Tours available at 9:30 a.m., last tour start time 3:00 p.m. 

 
Tour Amenities 

•   Eating spaces available at the Agricultural & Industrial Museum and Historical Society Museum 
•   Box lunch options available, contact the Education Department for more information 
•   Bus parking available at the Agricultural & Industrial Museum and Historical Society 

Museum (Drop off locations available at all sites) 
•   Agricultural & Industrial Museum and the Historical Society Museum  are handicap accessible 

o   Due to the historic nature of the structures, the Bonham House, Colonial 
Complex, and Fire Museum are not fully handicap accessible. 

 
Adult Group Tour Rates 

•   $6.00 per person for up to two locations/events 
•   $7.00 per person for three or more locations/events 
•   Group leaders and bus drivers are admitted free of charge 
•   Accepted forms of payment: Cash, Check, Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover) 
•   Payment can be made prior to visit or on date of visit for total amount due 

o   Final admission fees based on actual attendance 
 
Please note that discount or free admission coupons cannot be used toward group tour admission 
costs. Groups arriving with less than ten in their party will be charged regular admission rates. 

 
Reservations 

•   Contact education@yorkheritage.org or by phone (717) 848-1587 extension 301 
•   Reservations are required 3 weeks in advance 
•   April-August are usually the busiest tour months; advanced reservations are suggested 
•   Tours booked on a first come, first serve basis 

 
Guided and Self-Guided Options 

•   Colonial Complex and Bonham House are seen with a tour guide 

•   15 minute complimentary orientation tour provided at the Agricultural & Industrial 
Museum, Historical Society Museum, and Fire Museum 

o   Guided option available for an additional charge of $2.00/person 



Suggested Adult Group Tour Experiences 
 

Agricultural and Industrial Museum (Time: 1 hour) 
The museum features exhibit galleries highlighting transportation, agriculture, and the 
development of manufacturing and industry. Comprised of two floors with over twenty 
exhibitions on industry and manufacturing, the museum displays the rise of American industrial 
and technological developments over the past century. 

 
Bonham House (Time: 45 minutes – 1 hour) 
The 19th century home of York's Bonham family is a window into the style, activities, and history 
of the Victorian Era and into the 20th century. The home is furnished with family heirlooms, 
original Horace Bonham paintings, and an array of period objects. 

 
Colonial Complex (Time: 1 hour) 
The Colonial Complex features the region’s colonial era history and stories from 1741- 1830. Four 
on site structures highlight early Pennsylvania German culture, the American Revolutionary War, 
and everyday life in early colonial America. 

 
Historical Society Museum (Time: 1 hour) 
This site presents a variety of exhibit galleries highlighting local examples of American folk and 
decorative arts, to major episodes in American history from the Revolutionary War to the Civil War. 
Unique collections including case clocks, quilts, and early Pflatzgraff pottery, are just a few of the 
displays that await visitors. An extensive museum shop and book store is located on site. 

 
Fire Museum (Time: 45 minutes – 1 hour) 
Stationed in the historic 1903 Royal Fire House, the Fire Museum exhibits more than 200 years of 
fire-fighting history. On display within the three-floor historic building are horse drawn fire 
carriages, an array of vintage fire trucks, firefighter uniforms, photographs and much more. 

 
 
Multiple Site Experiences 

 

Colonial Complex & Agricultural & Industrial Museum Combination Tour (Time: 2 hours) 
Located in close proximity to one another, each site is connected by York’s Heritage Rail Trail (5 
minute walk). The Agricultural & Industrial Museum features turn of the century machinery, 
manufacturing tools and equipment, and examples of nation’s earliest modes of transportation. At 
the Colonial Complex, visitors experience Pennsylvania German culture, and the region’s impact on 
the American Revolutionary War. 

 
Historical Society Museum & Bonham House Combination Tour (Time: 2 hours) 
This combination tour offers a unique experience for the decorative arts enthusiasts. Located less 
than a half block apart, the Historical Society features exhibition galleries showcasing York’s role in 

the American Civil War, 18th and 19th century material culture, and folk art, while the Bonham 
House, a Victorian era home, offers visitors an immersion experience in the luxury that defined the 
late 1800s. The Historical Society Museum also features an extensive book store and museum shop. 



Walking Tour Experiences 
 

Colonial Complex & Revolutionary York Walking Tour (Time: 2 hours) 
Add a Revolutionary York walking tour to a Colonial Complex visit, to learn about many national 
figures in the Revolutionary War that resided in or passed through York. Personalities such as John 
Adams, Sam Adams, “Mad” Anthony Wayne, Marquis de Lafayette, and even a British spy are a few 
of the individuals mentioned during the walking tour.  The walking tour length is 45 minutes to an 
hour and covers five city blocks. 

 
Historical Society Museum & Civil War Walking Tour (Time: 2 hours) 
Walk in the footsteps of Confederate soldiers from the June 1863 invasion of York, prior to the 
Battle of Gettysburg, and hear the stories of York’s national importance in the Civil War era. The 
walking tour lasts about 45 minutes and covers 3 city blocks. The Historical Society Museum 
features a permanent exhibit on the Civil War and York County’s experience. 


